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Ber Col. Mitchell | 1944 Exits In 
The Purple Heart py, e of Action 


For wounds porn" in action | 
while leading a group of Troop This is the December issue of | 
Carrier C-47’s in mass formation|the AIR LINE PILOT and the! 
to a designated D. Z. (drop zone) | Jast for 1944. The editorial staff’s | 

1945 New Year’s resolution is, | 
“We will get the AIR LINE 
PILOT out on time in 1945.” And, | 
with all the wartime shortages, 





Pegs this is really biting off plenty. 
David Lewis Happenings of November 
Is principe! and December 
alification Inasmuch as the November issue 
yoy and the was taken up almost entirely with 


Bes vt 
ring on th 


{Seat ene ‘AL AND 
L_RESEARCh DEPT 


enna 
COMMER, COORDINATE 
S80 AOINESTRATION 


UNCLE SAM NEEDS PILOTS 
BEAU. S.ARMY 
FLYING CADET 


emt 


the happenings of the 1944 Con- 
vention, the Headquarters story in 

Colonel Willis W. Mitchell, a) this issue will have to double back 
furloughed American Airlines pi-|a bit and include the — 
lot, serves with distinction at the| of both November and December. 


European war fronts with the Engineering Committee Meets 1944 CONVENTION ROSTRUM Many conventions have had larger and more elabor- 


; ¢ i oe 2 rcs th ate rostrums but none has been more attractively - 
- S. Aw Force. — He wears ve November got under way with a| decorated than the rostrum of the 1944 Convention of the Air Line Pilots Association. The dais was set 
Purple Heart beside the Distin-| meeting of the Engineering and! off with a huge American flag and a globe centerpiece, flanked by United Kingdom flags, British and 
guished Flying Cross from the| Airworthiness Advisory Commit-| Canadian. In the forefront center were the ALPA wings neatly nestled in a half circle arrangement of the 
Sicilian invasion and the Air|tee, which took place on the sec-| stars and stripes of our country. In the forefront is the air line pilots’ Charter of Affiliation with the 
Medal from Salerno. His Troop|ond day of the month. The main|A4merican Federation of Labor dated August 10, 1931, bearing the names of air line pilots J. S. Pricer, 
7 ROG wie the frat b ilies Bi ote H. Burns, B. S. Warner, H. F. Cole, R. M. Cochrane (deceased), W. A. —.. (deceased), Hal 
arrier Group was the first to be|topics of discussion were dump 

eiaiatial aahith dhe: China Wiiien i : | George (deceased), M. D. Ator, J. L. Huber, F. E. Ormsbee (deceased), M. Sterling, W. R. Bullock, and 
presented with the Winged V wetory | valves on cargo planes; conversion | noyig £. Behnche, and the official seal of the AFL authenticated by th f William Gi 
Sail ae ical a he CW-20 COMMANDO and e » an e official seal o e authenticate y the signatures o uliam reen, 
rophy jor admumstrative and! of the = | Federation president, and all of its vice-presidents. 
operational efficiency. a letter from Curtiss-Wright, dat- 


over Cherbourg Peninsula, Col-|°&4 September 27, 1944, which in- 
onel Willis W. Mitchell was award-| Vited representatives of ALPA 
ed the Purple Heart. to inspect mock-ups and fly the) 





—American Airlines Photo 























eon gone agate ous LATE NEWS FOR COMBAT DUTY 
new model available for testing; | 


rise trouble on American Airlines ‘ON D DAY INVASION 

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 4) | value of the automatic pilot, its| (Continued on Page 4, Col. 5) 
= ———_— Polar | 

= — * According to a writer in the|a French strip, Lieutenant Colonel 

“Red Star,” Soviet Army journal,| Chester C. Bridgman of Reno, 
“Great progress is going to be| Nev vada, a furloughed United Air 
made in the exploitation of north-|- mE Ra OS 
ern air routes.” In this connection (Continued on Page 3, Col. 4) 
Canada, Norway, and Iceland will 
be of great importance. A great 
role will be played by the Siberian 
line which connects Europe with 
the Far East and Pacific coasts. 
He stated that the century of polar 
aviation will arrive with communi- | 
cation across the top of the world. | 






































At a special ceremony held on 











Against 

The Railway Mail Association | 
has informed the Post Office and | 
Post Roads Committee of the} 
Senate that it does not feel it | 
would be a good plan for the Post| 
Office Department to establish al 
policy of carrying surface mail| 
and air mail at the same rate of | 


_(Continued « on 1 Page 8, Col. 1) 4 








Did We Hear a Gripe? 
Excerpt taken from Captain 
J. N. B. Pell’s letter to Mr. 
Behncke dated October 18, 1944. 
me “ONE OF THE REASONS I 
—Acme Photo|} AM LEAVING CHINA IS TO 





71 YEARS YOUNG Seated at the controls of the swift streamliner, “‘City of Den- || FLY WITH SOME COMPANY 
ver,” one of the fastest trains operated on the Northwestern || THAT HAS AN ALPA COUN- —U. S. Troop Carrier Forces Photo 
system, is Engineer John T. Curphey and the train he was pulling when he retired November 30, 1944, at|| cj, WHILE OUR ORGANI- LIEUTENANT COLONEL CHESTER 


the age of 71 years. Curphey started working for the railroad 54 years ago as a call boy. The cab and ZATION MAY NOT ALWAYS || C- BRIDGMAN, 703 WELLS AVENUE, 
windshield arrangement of a streamliner power unit resemble somewhat the cockpit of an air liner, ex-|| BE PERFECT. TAKE IT || RENO, NEVADA, RECEIVES THE DIS- 
cept that it doesn’t have nearly as many instruments, levers, switches, and other control and operating FROM ONE AIR LINE PILOT || TINGUISHED FLYING CROSS FROM 
toggle, the number of which has already mounted into the hundreds. But the remarkable thing pic- LIEUTENANT GENERAL LEwis H. 
tured here is that Engineer Curphey is 71 years old. Will the day ever come when air line pilots will be WHO HAS FLOWN FOR A BRERETON. COMMANDER OF THB 
flying at that age? The preponderance of present-day opinion is definitely NO—far from it.- Why? One|| COMPANY WITHOUT _IT, P ae F A ARMY 
good reason is that the air liners don’t run on rails, and another is they’re already traveling around 200 || THE ASSOCIATION SURELY IRST LLIED IR-BORNE ’ 
miles per hour and 300 m.p.h. is just around the corner; and when a streamliner clicks off 100 miles per|} MAKES BIG DIFFERENCE.” || FOR A JOB WELL DONE FLYING PARA- 
hour, it is really cutting the breeze—and no fooling. TROOP MISSIONS OVER FRANCE. 
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See > vo a aE oe RE ge | line was a thing of the past, and| Wrong and I’m supposed to be a Bowen, Lewis L.--B. A. | s on - 
ntered as Secon ass Matter Marc ’ ,» a e Fos c€ allihe only thing ; 1f-res ke heavy correspondent, etc. Well *Brand, W.J.—A.A. Cs 2 
‘hi age i J g a self-respecting a SA ’ , Ben asthe Ae : 
Chicago, Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879. pilot could do now is to sashay| the last issue of the news put me Broughton, D. EU. ACL. little 1 
Editorial Offices: back to the farm and sit on the|in the clear and when I walked Brewa, 8. Bébowhn tre. A. a. % 
3145 W. 68rd St., Chicago, Ill. Telephone Hemlock 5015|front porch contemplating his a = oe there oe moti Gest Gaul @0 Ana age 
= navel, like Buddha till Merciful! that advertised silence I had come |} Bucher. Charles L—P. A. A. santo 
Nee ic A UO 5 roan ab naa ashen. 5 a, gnse'si ci eveloie. ecole ver eieinl eaininca’a Editor | Death laid her gentle hand on his| t® ea When I mentioned the | “Bulls, GP a A io i 
brow. The boys, like their coke nee or reporters, one name | Onrsantan. Re AGRA: Chamberlai P P 
oe ; ‘ z glasses, were getting pretty low| Was heard above all the rest—that Fassius BNW: Christian, te den dram ong 
Public Safety calls for pilots of high character || when someone mentioned the duck|°f Johnny Hicks—and someone J [py G—WAS; cole, D. CUAL: Cooper, The ec 
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As we move quickly on through this life, many humans | ticularly as it affects air line oper-| realize it is one step in the direc-|f} Herndon, gt UAL: Nit, “George W: 283 
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; : Willey, Sidney L.; Zimmerman, Harry J. q syste) 
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Ww h : “ Unemployed Wiser 

ays, that old saying, “TREAT ALL YOUR FRIENDS Downs, Lioyt: Haye, George L.: Kendle, \ Rail 

RIGHT ON THE WAY UP BECAUSE YOU’LL SURELY taeda oo —seadi nBoare 

MEET THEM ALL ON THE WAY DOWN.” THE GIST OF THIS LITTLE EPISODE IS NEVER LET A eriebene, aremerary appar 
A ur; '. H ; 

a DUCK BLUFF YOU OFF YOUR ALTITUDE—EVEN IF DEATH OR | Kelly. Hon. Clyde; Ropers, wii, Boar 

—David L. Behncke| WORSE STALKS THE AIRWAYS, CRASH!!! SPLAT! SPLASH!! hs cna dhcv wnsr ate Conv 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT 
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AND HE SETTLED BACK TO WONDER 





(Continued from Page 2, Col. 3) 


for taking out the auto pilot. The 
captain relaxed with a weather eye 
on his copilot dreaming about his 
pay check and the fortunes that 
took him from the shoe store to 
the cockpit in two years. This 
Elysium was rudely broken up by 
raucously insisting on getting an 
ATC clearance through in spite of 
everything. In fact, the radio op- 
erator was yelling so loudly that 
they could have received it as well 
by opening a window. After the 
-learance, the skipper took over. 
Perhaps the two-hour Elysium had 
lone the trick. After all, who can} 
really say why the captain ever 
works? The assistant, with nothing 
to do, flattened his nose against 
the windshield and remembered | 
those undone celestial lessons, 
starting mentally to review what 
those bright spots up there were | 
doing. A few minutes of this sport | 
were enough to completely baffle | 
our young Kaster, and he settled | 
back to wonder about that cup of | 
coffee. The obliging young thing} 
ift had come and gone; and our | 
little man was softly fanning his | 
‘up with his hat when suddenly | 
there was a crash of glass, and, | 
like a visitor from interplanetary | 
space, a nice fat duck came sail- | 
ing into the cockpit and came to| 
an abrupt stop against the cap-| 
tain’s face. (See sketch, page 2.) | 
The copilot dropped his cup of cof- 
fee into his already wet lap and 
grabbed the wheel, while the skip- 
per clawed at his face wiping| 
feather, blood, and odd} 
pieces of equipment from his Dick 
Tracy-like profile. The trip finally | 
landed with two scared citizens up| 
there and a hole in the starboard | 
windshield that a 40B could fly| 
through. | 


283,352 Air Hours 








ass, 


(Continued from Page 2, 
Headquarters gets the story to 
pass out to the other councils and 
their members. Many of our de-| 
ceased pilots could have been 
saved had the knowledge we at- 
tained later been theirs as it show- 
ed up under favorable conditions. 
In our profession there is no place 
for the individual who knows all 
the answers and has no more to 
learn. If I ever feel that way, I| 
expect to hang up my goggles and 
take to farming, ditchdigging, or 
some other occupation. 
If You’re Scared, See Hunt 

Bill Hunt is the safety represen- 
tative of our council. Anyone who 
wants to get something off his 
chest should talk to him. Next 
time you have your pants scared 
fF you, tell him what happened, 











An Alleged Duck-Proof 
Port Windshield 

This little incident revives a 
long, long crusade which the pilots 
have fought. We have an alleged 
duck-proof port windshield now, 
probably under the theory that the 
pilot is somewhat necessary and 
decapitation is too good a fate for 
most of them anyway. Granted 
that the copilots are expendable, 
it seems a shame to lose a boy in 
the prime of his life and exper- 
ienced with the landing gear han- 
dle simply because of a few bucks 
for another window. 
The Duck Season Is On 

The duck season is on now, and 
there will be a lot of the furry 
fiends using the airways. Perhaps, 
we should have a fowl ATC (as 
if we don’t have that already) and 
assign the ducks regular altitudes. 
After all, we’re being regulated 
for our protection. Someone ought 
to head off these ducks and explain 
to them that all eastbound traffic 
is at odd altitudes and that any 
airway crossing will be at not less 
than 45° and at 500 feet above 
or below the altitude—and so on 
ad nauseam. 
Wanted—A Bloke Who Can 
Gobbledegock the Duck Lingo 

We'll need some bloke in the 
airways who can gobbledegock the 
duck lingo, and from personal ob- 
servation, all those lads are in 
overseas ATC now. Maybe, we 
ought to be equipped with duck 
feathers, oxygen masks, as shown 
in the sketch, and use them for 
low altitude flying. If an excess of 


tudes, why not shut off some of 
his supply when down low with 


our newly patented, soft-as-duck- | 


feathers oxygenless mask. It’s 


something to think about. 


information to new captains would 
be invaluable, and the older boys 
could find occasional help, too. I 
know I could. We can, we should, 
we must lead in our business 
rather than be led. We should use 
our energies constructively, co- 
ordinate with individual efforts 
and plans, set objectives, think in 
terms of mutual betterment, and 
be the leaders we are. Those are 
all developments for us to work 
on, and now. Air transportation is 
just beginning to get a good start, 
and its development, as time goes 
on, will give credit to many pilots 
who have made 
life’s work. Flight and research 
engineering, flight control, super- 
vision of pilot personnel, and oper- 
ations are a few of the spots— 
and there are other phases of our 


its problems a | 
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105 EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENTS AND RELATED DOCUMENTS 


During his opening talk at the Air Line Pilots Association’s 1944 Convention, President David L. Behncke 
said, “The Air Line Pilots Association has, since May 15, 1939, negotiated and placed into effect 105 employ- 
ment agreements, supplements, memorandums of understanding, letters of agreement, mediation agreements, 
and related documents.” The delegates were amazed and impressed. They frankly admitted they had no idea 
that this part of the work of the Air Line Pilots Association had been so extensive. 
pictured here was easily the most revealing and impressive yet created by Headquarters to bring to the 
attention of the Association's membership, through the use of an extensive network of cards and ribbons and 
other statistical data, the vast extensiveness of ALPA’s agreement-making activities and accomplishments 


The convention display 


| ALPA’s employment agreement-making activities were by this method, for the first time, accurately and com- 
| prehensively displayed. The expenditure of time, effort, and money to bring all this about to establish the high 


battling, its 


| business a fellow can learn. 


= ——— | Forewarned Is Forearmed 
| if anything new came up, and your | 

| opinion of ways to help other fel-| 
Col. 4) | lows under similar conditions. This | 


Lest the unsuspecting become 
involved, let me warn you, Frank 
“Ringer” Waddell swings a handy 
| golf stick. Now mind, you, I didn’t 
|learn this the hard way either; 
| but according to a sports report, 
he did right well during a recent 
| tournament. Now get someone like 
| “Pi” Swanson, and I’m in my 
| class. The best games are the ones 
we talk about. Bowling season 
|is here. Last year, we learned 
| from operations how the game 
|should be played. I hope this 
method of presenting a bad pic- 
ture of our group will give all 
opponents the confidence necessary 
for us to lick them in combat. 
Mego, the Statistician 

Mego figured-out some interest- 
ing information for me the other 
day. The twenty-five senior cap- 
tains in Chicago have a total of 
283,352 hours to their credit. 
That’s well over a quarter million 
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Few ALPA members know that there have been es- 
tablished between the Air Line Pilots Association and 


the air carrier companies, under the provisions of Title II of the Railway Labor Act, eighteen pilots’ 
system boards of adjustment. In fact, with the exception of Pan American Airways where employment 
agreement negotiations are now being carried on, one has been established on each air line. Each of 


| these adjustment boards was established by an employment agreement separate and distinct from the 


regular pilots’ employment agreements. At the right is a huge photostat of Section 205 in Title II of the 


\ Railway Labor Act placed into effect April 10, 1986, establishing the National Air Transport Adjustment 


nBoard which will be activated by executive order of the National Mediation Board when the need becomes 
apparent. This vast system of adjustment boards backed up by the National Air Transport Adjustment 


Board established by and under et 
e 


Convention display is a far cry i 


ovisions of the Railway Labor Act, as amended, shown in this 1944 
ed from the old days when a pilot or any other air line employee had 


no place to go to seek equity and justice when he was unfairly released or disciplined by his sie Nan 


\ 
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; : . | degree of good order and protection respecting the salaries, rules 
oxygen is necessary for high alti- | g 9 P P 





| hours for which he was shooting. 


The average age of this group of 
youngsters is 39. Joe Hammer is 
the high man with some 17,524 
hours. This list includes three men 
with ATC but does not include 
anyone with the Army or Navy on 
active duty. 

Several boys have returned from 
ATC operations, and we should 
have a complete list for the next 
issue for you to “gander” over. 
That’s all for now. 


He Flies Unarmed C-47 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 5) 








Lines pilot, was awarded the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross by Lieu- 
tenant General Lewis H. Brereton, 
commander of the First Allied Air- 
borne Army. The award was made 
to Colonel Bridgman, a Troop Car- 
rier senior pilot and Group execu- 
tive officer, for his outstanding 
work in organizing and leading a 
serial of Troop Carrier planes in 
the paratroop mission over Nor- 
mandy in the early hours of D- 
Day. 
“Pilots Perform Like Seasoned 
Veterans,”’ Says Col. Bridgman 
“Our first combat action of the 
war was in the D-Day invasion,” 
said Colonel Bridgman, ‘‘and the 
terrific excitement of the event 
had us keyed up to the point where 
we felt that we could do anything. 
Our pilots performed like seasoned 
veterans and held perfect forma- 
tions while flying at minimum alti- 
tudes in the face of heavy enemy 
anti-aircraft fire. The paratroops 
were dropped at strategic points 
exactly as briefed several hours 
before the ground forces hit the 
beach.” 
Leads Formation of Unarmed 
C-47’s in Three Invasions 
Overseas since early in 1944, 
Colonel Bridgman has led forma- 
tions of unarmed C-47’s in the in- 
vasions of Normandy, Southern 
France, and the gigantic air-borne 
mission in Holland, dropping para- 
troops, towing glider-borne troops, 
and flying numerous resupply mis- 
sions to critical points in the battle 
lines. His plane which bears the 
name, “Carmen,” is named for his 
wife, Mrs. Carmen E. Bridgman 
of 703 Wells Avenue, Reno. 
Colonel Bridgman learned to fly 
while still a student at Reno High 
School and was a member of the 
Army Air Corps reserve when 
called to active duty in May, 1942. 
He is a member of the Air Line 
Pilots Association and of the Ma- 
sonic Lodge No. 13. 





and conditions of employment for all 
air line pilots and copilots is indeed staggering. It represents an irrefutable answer to the “What-do-we-pay- 
our-dues-for?” boys. And while we're in a reflecting mood, what would an air line pilot's position be with- 
; out the security and protection that this remarkable display reveals. Throughout ALPA's 14 years of continuous 
accomplishments have been phenomenal but none more so than 


what this chart reflects 


125 DAY. 





This tall and narrow 1944 Con- 
vention display outlines the time 
spent by ALPA during 1944, nego- 
tiating employment agreements and 
related documents. To the left are 
listed the companies with which for- 
mal negotiations were carried on 
and to the right is shown the num- 
ber of days spent negotiating with 
each company, totaling 125. This 
figure is exclusive of travel time, 
and because of wartime transpor- 
tation difficulties, traveling to and 
from conferences often consumed 
more time than was actually spent 
at the conference table. By adding 
the travel time to conference time 
and subtracting this from 365 
days in a year, some idea can be 
gained of what this chart really 
reveals. In fact, ALPA’s agree- 
ment-making department spent in 
excess of two-thirds of the time 
of 1944 away from Headquarters 
making employment agreements. 
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Seeing Is Believing What It Takes to Make Just One Working Agreement 


Lest We Forgel 
Binet the many proposals ab ogr orpooonts agains! fair and reasonaile 
Wages anc working conidites Standards for the ine picts. were 
£250. PER MONTH AND 40 HOURS OF FLYING FOR FIRST PILOTS 
8150. PER MONTH AND I60 HOURS OF FLYING FOR COPILOTS 





Of all the convention displays, none was more impressive nor|the making of just one employment agreement. This display was com- | 
revealing than’ this. On this large signboard size chart were displayed | plete to the point of even showing a picture of the conferees around the | 


all the correspondence, all the preliminary proposed drafts which go | 


|conference table. The delegates were impressed; they indicated freely | 


to make up one final draft of an employment agreement, a record of all| that they never had any idea of the extensiveness of time, money, and | 
the conferences and all the point-to-point distances traveled by all pilot | effort which is consumed in the making of just one employment agree- 


employment agreement-making conferees, all expenditures, and all other 
pertinent related matter of every description whatsoever necessary to| related documents. 


| ment, and ALPA has made 105 pilots’ employment agreements and | 











The Chips Are : 
Really Flying 


By J. B. WARNER 
Council No. 51, EAL 
New York, New York 





Many changes have taken place | 
in recent weeks with dear old 
Council No. 51. Promotions, new 
runs, and the like have gone to 
make these recent weeks very 
busy. 

Yours truly has found out that | 
it is fatal to leave your council 
chambers before the meeting is 
closed. I was elected to this job 
unanimously by those present, be- | 
cause I wasn’t there. Our able} 
chairman, Jerry Wood, informed 
me that the term, “scribe,” as 
described in Webster’s dictionary 
means, ‘One who writes.” Herein, | 
I should like to interject a word 
to make it read, “One who tries 
to write.” So saying I shall sit and 
muse a bit. 

Mutual Aid Plan, a Huge Success 


| several invocations and the chips 
| are really flying in New York. One| 


|mimeographed and forwarded to 





The Mutual Aid Plan has now 
passed well into its second year, | 
and the success of its function has} 
shown itself on the faces of sev-| 
eral of our members who have} 
benefited from it, including your 
scribe. You know there is nothing | 
quite so pleasant as to receive that 
aid when you need it most, that is, 
when illness or misfortune strikes. | 
Along these lines, it’s swell to} 
welcome “Mac” McAlister back | 
on the line after an absence of | 
little over a year. ‘““Mac’’ was one | 
of our New York dispatchers- | 
turned pilot. Shortly after mak-| 
ing the change, an unfortunate 
accident put him flat on his back, 
and it was a nip and tuck battle 
for a while. Welcome back, ‘‘Mac,”’ 
and take care of yourself. Down 
Atlanta way, we’re equally glad to 
welcome Captain Frank Black who 
is back on flying status again, and 
they’ still don’t know just what 
was wrong with him. 


FDR ENDS AIR LINE 
PLANE LIMITATIONS 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT HAS 
ENDED THE LIMITATION ON THE 
NUMBER OF PLANES DOMESTIC 
AIR LINES MAY OPERATE, AND 
THIS ACTION MAY LEAD TO EARLY 
EASING OF THE AIR TRANSPORTA- 
TION PINCH. THE DECISION WAS 
ANNOUNCED BY THE WAR DE- 
PARTMENT, WHICH SAID THAT 
UNLESS THE STRATEGIC MILITARY 
SITUATION CHANGES DRASTICAL- 
LY, THE ARMY AIR FORCES EX- 
PECT “CERTAIN TRANSPORT AIR- 
CRAFT, LARGELY OF MODELS AND 
TYPES NONSTANDARD TO MILI- 
TARY USAGE,” WILL BE AVAILABLE 
FOR THE CARRIERS WITHIN THE 
NEXT FEW MONTHS. 

THE AIR FORCES WILL RELEASE 
TO THE RECONSTRUCTION FIN- 
ANCE CORPORATION OR THE FOR- 
EIGN ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATION 
SUCH PLANES AS ARE DECLARED 
SURPLUS ABOVE COMBINED ALLIED 
REQUIREMENTS. THEY WILL BE 
MADE AVAILABLE FOR SALE UNDER 
THE SURPLUS PROPERTY ACT. 
































Since taking over the reins of| The newest men in New York are| mountains to St. Louis, but we 


the council, our new chairman,| George Harris and Ed Gilles—and| understand that they are fast, 
Jerry Wood, has brought about| more, soon to follow. We have| whipping things into shape. It’s| 
several of the older men back | really a swell run, though, and| 
from MDT in Miami to fly domes-| our accommodations are very plea-| 
tic again. Welcome back to New| sant. | 
York, Ray Tucker and Joe Kuhn. | Of late, there has been a general | 
Still more new arrivals in New| exodus from the city to the shores | 
York, some not so new, are George| of Long Island where everyone | 
Pearson, Jack Railsback, Carl] is to be found yachting or putter-| 
Thompson, Chester Pavey, Jim| ing—to mention a few, there are| 
Osborne, and Lou Holub. We have] the gentry of the rolling Connec- 
lost one of our own men, Don | ticut countryside, Bill Batty, | 
Cole, who has won a bid on the| George Pearson, Len Hodge, and| 
Atlanta-Texas division. Sorry to|the well-known pair, “BB Eyes” | 





in particular that seems to please| 
everyone is the practice of having | 
the minutes of every meeting 


every member. This takes care of 
absences due to scheduling and| 
other reasons and allows everyone 
to have an accurate account of 
what transpired instead of the old 
“word-of-the-mouth” method. Still 


another new invocation is our new} see you go, Don. At this point,| Connelly and “Squire” Southard. | 
streamlined members and advis-| there is much speculation about| Lastly, let’s not forget Jack Rails- | 
ory board. This board will deal| the new New York-Boston run.| back whose well ran dry during 


with new membership and will at- | 
tempt to create better harmony 


Where, oh, where will the crews} 
be based and so on far into the 


the recent dry spell and had i 
move back to the city. I under-| 


in the handling of complaints} night, but it looks like it will start| stand he’s busy drilling another| 
among our flight personnel. Al-| sometime soon. one now. China, here we come!) 
together, I think it an excellent With new captains, there was| Really, though, we’re sorry to | 


step and one in the right direction 
in maintaining our organization as 
the finest and strongest possible. 
There have been more meetings of 


bound to be a pilot shortage, and| hear of your difficulties, Jack. Be- 
now we are getting a lot of new | fore going further, I should like} 
men for the right side. Welcome, | to delve further into the “Squire’s”’ 


men! Here’s hoping you like our| system. 


| For a while, his various | 


late, and attendance has been| gang and the things for which they | copilots were journeying to Con- 
good considering the scheduling| stand. We think they’re a pretty| necticut to spend a quiet day, and 
difficulties and the- shortage of| good gang. then would come tales of how the 


captains and pilots. “Bull Sessions” Just Haven’t 


Been the Same 


barn was reshingled or how we 
| laid the new cement wall near the 
The Henry Grady Hotel “bull| chicken coop the other day. How 
sessions” just haven’t been the} do you do it, Danny, and labor so 
same lately since “BB Eyes” Con-| hard to get? 
nelly of house detective fame and | Contract days are here again 
“Squire” Danny Southard have| with many problems, so I’m off 
left our bed and board to fly the! for another box of aspirins. 


More Frequent Meetings Relieve 
the “Fanny Fatigue’ Sufferers 

I have only one little suggestion 
to make at this time. Could we 
have meetings on a little more fre- 
quent scale so that they wouldn’t 
drag out quite so long? I fully 
realize the difficulties attached but 
I believe that fewer of us would 
suffer from “fanny fatigue,” and | 
interest and attendance might run 
a little higher. With a lot of im-| 
portant business being discussed 
these days, it’s of primary impor- 
tance that we all be there to hear | 
what’s new at Headquarters, etc. | 
You see, I’m better equipped and | 
padded than most of them, and— | 
“How could I stood it?” 

Since the last newsletter, our| 
new New York-St. Louis runs have | 
started to function after the usual | 
difficulties attached to checking| 
out on new runs. The CAA rode} 
along for part of the check-out | 
time, because certain portions of | 
the route were establishing a new | 
civil airway. Howard Harris and 
Danny Southard had the doubtful 
pleasure of flying the “proving 
runs” under the hood for about| Pimms [en tM 
thirteen hours. After they finish-| a ~ 
ed, the rest of the group consist-| | acrerwent ott [> 
ing of Len Hodge, Douglas Sager, ae - DOORDINATION 
Charles Schuster, Captain Johnny [RESEARCH DEPT. 
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Gill, chief check pilot in New| : [conc 

York, and the dispatchers com- | ao “RERESAMIATON bet | 
pleted their check-out, and the run BE IREE : ee 
was ready to get under way. Then “LEGAL counsec “| 
with a second run to be started, | eerie vee reesoee ] oo 
four more men had to be checked. | seer oi RY _Teiechate commis | 
They were Ed Harrington, Johnny | a S 


Themm, Trevor Kenyon, and 
Johnny Miller. At this writing, 
several more captains have com- 
pleted their check-out over the 
run. 

Where, Oh, Where Will the 
Crews Be Based? 








This huge chart (7’x 10’), 
extending almost from the 

With the return of some of our | ceiling to the floor, at the 1944 Convention reflects the vast organiza- 
former planes from the Army, | tional structure of the Air Line Pilots Association. It has been four- 
several new schedules have been | teem years since ALPA was officially organized and fifteen years since 
added. A new New York-Browns- | its beginning in 1930. It was granted its charter by the American Fed- 


|'ORGANIZATION CHART 


eration of Labor on August 10, 1931. There.have been a number of 
, : refinements and a great deal of expansion in ALPA’s organizational 
plus several all-cargo-mail trips | structure, but, basically, the present-day organization plan of the 
have made it necessary to move! Association follows very closely the ideas of its originators, all. of 


ville run and Miami-Chicago run 


| in 





quite a few men to the left side. | whom were veteran air line pilots. 


WAL NEGOTIATES 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 3) 





airplanes; load factors in the build- 
ing of new planes; and power- 
plant failures. 
Air Traffic Committee 
Clears Calendar 

Following this, on November 3, 
there was a meeting of the Air 
Traffic Control and Airway Aids 
Advisory Committee. This meeting 
was called for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the in-flight weather book- 
let, new approach control pro- 
cedure, decentralizing airway traf- 
fic control service, uniform system 
of indicating wind velocities on 
upper air charts, and Army-Navy- 
CAA standard airport traffic con- 
trol procedure booklet. 
President Behncke Speaks before 
ALMA’s 1944 Convention 

On the following day, November 
4, President Behncke cast a presi- 
dential election absentee ballot at 
Chicago’s City Hall. This was ne- 
cessary because of his being sched- 
uled to be on the West Coast on 
November 6, the day of the presi- 
dential election. During the fore- 
noon of the same day, he spoke 
before the 1944 Convention of the 
Air Line Mechanics Association 
which was in session at the Del 
Prado Hotel from November 1 
through November 5, 1944. The 
subject of his talk was “Over-all 


| Air Line Employee Organizational 


Problems.” The air line mechanics’ 
convention was a sizable gathering 
and they evidenced great interest 
in what Mr. Behncke had to say. 
When he finished speaking, he 
answered a number of questions 
from the floor. 
Agreement Reached with 
Western on Two Agreements 

Several days later, Mr. Behncke 
left via TWA for Burbank, Cali- 
fornia, to negotiate an amendment 
to the Western Air Lines pilots’ 
working agreement and a supple- 
mental agreement covering West- 
ern’s pilots and copilots flying its 
Northern Region Operation. These 
conferences extended through No- 
vember 7, 8, and 9 and resulted 
reaching an agreement on 
both the amendment and _ the 
supplement. Speaking for West- 
ern Air Lines at these negotia- 
tions were E. N. Whitney, assist- 
ant vice-president, operations; 
Ernest Brown, personnel director; 
and F. W. Kelly, system chief 
pilot. The pilots were represented 
by Local Council Chairmen A. C. 
Cheney, WAL-Burbank, Council 
No. 16; R. E. Clark, WAL-Salt 
Lake City, Council No. 23; M. W. 
Gano, III, Inland, Council No. 21; 
and S. T. Moser, Inland executive 
councilman. Mr. Behncke was the 
chief spokesman for the pilots. 
During the evenings of the 7th, 
8th, and 9th, the pilot conferees 
met at the Hollywood Plaza Hotel 
in Hollywood to formulate plans 
for the following day’s negotia- 
tions and to discuss a number of 
other pilot problems. 
ALPA’s Pres. Writes in Transit 

Mr. Behncke left Burbank for 
Headquarters on the morning of 
November 10 via Western Air 
Lines, changing to United at Salt 
Lake City, arriving in Chicago 
shortly aftersmidnight on Novem- 
ber 11. ALPA’s president does a 
good deal of writing traveling to 
and from conferences, and on this 
trip, he ‘wrote the November 14, 
1944, membership letter. It was an 
extensive and thoroughly descrip- 
tive outline of all ALPA happen- 
ings for the last several months. 
NMB Begins Mediation 
with AA and AEA 

The West Coast trip was sup- 
posed to be the last, absolutely, 
before the 1944 Convention of the 
Air Line Pilots Association which 
was scheduled to begin on Decem- 
ber 4. Things never work out like 
that for ALPA’s headquarters’ 


staff, and on November 12, an of-\ 


ficial communication was received 
from the National Mediation Board 
stating that Senior Board Member 
George A. Cook would be in New 
York on November 21, 1944, to 
begin mediation with American 
Airlines and American Export Air- 
lines. The American Airlines agree- 
ment-amending negotiations had 
ended on June 29, 1944, when all 
matters in negotiation were agreed 
to by ALPA and AA. Later the 
company welshed on its part of the 


(Continued on Page 5, Col. 1) 
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Col. 3) 
he build. (Continued from Col. 2, this page) “st ‘ 
power- the short period of time remaining . 
in which to prepare for the 1944 
Convention. As things turned out, 
| however, all this was wishful 
»mber 3, thinking, for when the National 
the Air Mediation Board sends out a no- 
ay Aids tice that mediation is to start on a 
ae certain date in any case in which 
ye - vig A 
they tow NEW CLOUD CEILINGS MEASURING DEVICE | {Pei services have been invoked, 
rol pro- _ _For consistently accurate daylight readings of the cloud ceilings, onlin 7 tec Sout 
ray traf- vital information to pilots scheduled to land or take off from an air- both sid P b 
A port, a pulsating light system with a photoelectric detector has been| oth sides must be present. Con- 
A system developed by Laurence W. Foskett, | sequently, when notice from the 
ities on U. S. Weather Bureau, in conjunc-| Board was received that mediation 
1y-Navy- tion with General Electric Lighting | on American and Export would 
iffic con- Division engineers. With this sys-| begin on November 21, there was 
tem, clouds as high as two miles | nothing left to do but to be in New 
s before can be measured in daylight for | York on that date, ready to begin 
th fst fime In. aviation History| mediation. Despite all the care 
yr —_— shows the equipment being operat- | fully laid plans to do the greet 
Be p= ed by hand. _—". of queen preparatory 
oan thie The complete device consists of | Head hanenial a prnyee owl ~ = 
ig sched- egy ene aga projector, a pickup have ~ be p Hee before the con- 
ceeeek wide unit, known as a ceilometer, and | - ied elena D fo a 
Ang a recorder, which provides a con- | Vento my ee —United Air Lines Photo 
a tinuous record of ceiling height | November 20, at 1:30 p. m. found TWO MEMBERS OF THE U. S. TROOP CARRIER FORCES OF THE FIRST 
he fore- “ and relative cloud density. A tiny | Messrs. Behncke, Ulrich, and Con-| Arriep AIR-BORNE ARMY WHO TEAMED TOGETHER BEFORE THE WAR AS 
1e spoke » super-high-intensity quartz mer-|nors departing from Chicago for| UnrTep AiR LINES PILOTS HAVE BEEN HONORED FOR OUTSTANDING SERV- 
mn of the cury lamp is mounted at the focus| New York aboard the New York|1IcE IN EUROPEAN BATTLE AREAS, ACCORDING TO WORD RECEIVED FROM 
sociation point of a searchlight mirror to | Central’s “Advance Commodore” | THE Troop CARRIER HEADQUARTERS. THEY ARE COLONEL CLAYTON 
the Del throw a 120 cycles-per-second pul-|to participate in mediation on| STILES (LEFT) OF ROSLYN HEIGHTS, NEW YORK, WHO RECEIVED THE 
mber 1 sating beam vertically into the| American and Export, to complete | FIRST BRoNzE Oak ‘LEAF CLUSTER TO THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
* rial ’ ca AT 7 ~ T 4 y 
44. The || Miu neman eve in daylight ie 2nunod readily be ike collometer, [the amendment to A.A’s pilots’ em-| 250 Vin'ves Peowsn Grae FOr MERITORIOUS SERVION DURING THB 'INVA- 
Sasa [his unit consists of a phototube pickup and amplifier feeding to an ployment agreement, and to finish) cox of SOUTHERN FRANCE. COLONEL STILES WAS ALSO CITED FOR “BRIL- 


echanics’ 
‘athering 


yutput meter. It is located 1000 feet from the projector and is tuned 
o the same frequency as the light pulse in order to distinguish the 
iercury light signal from background light. Scatter energy, produced 





the pilots’ employment agreement 
with American Export Airlines, 





LIANT LEADERSHIP OF FLEETS OF UNARMED AND UNARMORED C-47 TROOP 
CARRIER AIRCRAFT DURING THE SPEARHEAD OF THE CONTINENTAL INVA- 


the first to be established with this| sion,” AND THE DFC WAS AWARDED HIM FOR LEADING HIS TROOP CAR- 


interest m cloud layers dense enough to scatter the beam, is detected as the | company. | RIER ForRCES ON D-DAY IN THE SICILIAN INVASION. BEFORE GOING ON 
| to say. eilometer scans the beam. A selsyn drive, between the ceilometer and | Begin Mediation Conferences | MILITARY LEAVE IN MAy, 1942, COLONELS STILES AND WARD FLEW THE 
cing, he he recorder, translates the position of the ceilometer into cloud| before Board Member Cook |New YoORK-CHICAGO AND CHICAGO-CHEYENNE-DENVER DIVISIONS OF 


juestions 





eights on the recorder. | 

The tiny quartz lamp operates at an extremely high temperature, | 
o it must be cooled. G-E engineers developed a high-pressure jet | 
1ethod of air blast cooling good for any temperature conditions 














ALPA’s representatives arrived | ae —s cuane TO “eel ROUTE. BOTH ARE MEMBERS OF THE 
in New York on the morning of | AIR LINE LOTS ASSOCIATION. 
November 21, and the mediation | : os 


operations; E. G. Hamilton, 



































ents - . ; x : re wt : ferences got under way without| sentatives D. L. Behncke, K. J.| dent, 
re ormally encountered. The air cooling mechanism consists of a motor- con SB zs ’ - ag as ts fore a . 
o> iriven compressor enclosed in weatherproof housing. The entire . delay. Due to a misunderstanding, Ulrich, WwW. &. Records, and J. M. assistant to the py setae 4 
nk, Cali- ice operates from a 60-cycle 110-volt a-c line. ithe first mediation conferences| Dickerman. Proceedings began in| erations; B. J. Bergeson, flig 
endment * 8 | were participated in jointly be-| the morning, and at lunch time all| superintendent; J. Y. Craig, chief 
‘Ss pilots TOLERANCE VS. TEMPERATURE & ATMOSPHERE |tween ALPA representatives, | of the participants were invited to | pilot; and C. Ss. Rowe, counsel. 
| supple- The airplane of today is exposed to a greater variety of design| Board Member Cook, acting as|have Thanksgiving dinner —_ Talking for the pilots were David 
ig West- onditions than practically any other form of transportation. | mediator, assisted by Mediator| Vice-President Hugh Smith in the| L. Behncke, J. M. Dickerman, and 
lying its Taking off from a field at sea level with standard temperature of | Ross Foran, and American Airlines| company’s cafeteria. A very fine| K. J. Ulrich, of ALPA; E. Martin, 
n. These 9° F, a plane of today may, in a few minutes, be flying from sea|and American Export Airlines| meal was served, and all the con-| chairman, and C. C. Spencer of 
ugh No- evel conditions to an altitude of 40,000 feet with an outside air tem- | officials. This meeting was held|ferees were appreciative of the| Council No. 29. 
resulted py ge = oO" Rn — means that a temperature change of | on the morning of November 22| company’s hospitality. Immediately On the same day, a joint con- 
1ent on 26° F takes place in these few minutes. Tolerances and i on ie the offices of American Air-| after dinner, mediation meetings| ference was held between Vice- 
re closely related in their effects on all materials incorporated in me-| *. ee ‘ P all w . 
and = the a we ge ‘s ig é Spe ° lines, 100 East 42nd _ Street,| were resumed, and at 3:30 p. m.,| President Richardson and other 
_one hanical devices. Let’s see what these effects can bring about. » a . ae eee wy tIE *t officials 4d ALPA R 
or est- The tension in the cables which operate the controls of large air-| New York. Those in attendance | it was apparent that an agreemen xport officials, an ‘epre- 
negotia- raft is directly affected by temperature. Experience dictates that | were American Export officials, D.| had been reached on all the parts) sentatives Behncke and _ Dicker- 
y, assist- rior to installation these control cables must be prestretched to pre-|G. Richardson, vice-president, op-| of the amendment to the American | man, relating to the discharge 
erations; ent their becoming slack due to temperature changes and service| erations; E. G. Hamilton, assist-| Airlines agreement which had been| grievance cases of pilots. After a 
director: buse. Secondly, high rigging tension is necessary to insure the con-| ant to the vice-president, opera-|in various forms of negotiation rather spirited session, the griev- 
m chief rols pry gee ape cv d ae Se airplane a yer a —- be-| tions; B. J. Bergeson, flight super-| ever since December 2, 1942. ance cases of First Pilot Brant 
ae uuse of the severe cold temperature encountered at high altitude. |: ibaa , W. Phillips and Copilot John C. 
a. A problem which has also required considerable research is that | anne § cee SE. Si ey SOs aber 96 Ss a Dag and S - 3 bige tt] a Th > return- 
mn A. C. f lubrication. To achieve the function of providing a lubricant that | American Airlines officials present On Friday morning, November | “C®0Ur were settled. they return 
Council ermitted continued effici : : : :**! were Hugh L. Smith, vice-presi-| 24, Mediator Cook shifted media-|€d to employment with American 
: ermitted continued efficient operation of high speed mechanisms in- | : ‘a sparse : - |B t Airline subj h 
yAL-Salt orporating close tolerances in a working temperature range of from| dent, operations, and C. Z. Ger-/ tion activities from American Air- ee See Oe yect to te 
3 M. W. 9° F to minus 60° F presents great difficulties. Mechanisms that|™man, a company lawyer. Present| lines to American Export Airlines.|t¢rms and conditions mutually 
No. 21; perate efficiently at normal temperatures may become immovable at|for the pilots were David L.| These meetings got under way at agreed to. The case of Robert L. 
‘xecutive rigid temperatures. : | Behncke, K. J. Ulrich, and J. M.| the offices of the company at La- Landis was discussed, but in view 
was the Along with design and mechanical problems came the problem of | Dickerman, all of ALPA, and W.| Guardia Field early during the of the fact that he had gone on 
e pilots. har uaaen aes eee ee oe er oe condi | H. Records, AA Pilots’ Master! forenoon of the 24th, and the dif- po ng A with the 7 = —e 
the 7th, ns. ] an s y at sea level and up to an| p; : : : : action on his case was deferred to 
| : : : \titude of approximately 8000 feet. To exceed this atmospheric toler- | Smcutive Comment ag Seronees — ae ned wp the some future ti bably th 
onferees ‘ ff é iypeasie rs | Thanksgiving Day Is Another signing of the Export pilots’ agree-|S0™Me tuture time, probably the 
nee, the aid of oxygen is required for the lungs and bloodstream. : D2" d of th 
za Hotel T ies, te coat wi : : : | Work Day for ALPA ment ever since the negotiations|€"¢ 0% tne war. 
a emperature is another tolerance in the human being that has to A Ss f Acti Shif AA 
te plans e dealt with to permit the normal functioning of the body. Provisions | _The following day, Thursday, | deadlocked on January 15, 1944,|°°eme 9 ang gg res 
negotia- ust be made for crew and passengers of an air transport airplane to | November 23, was Thanksgiving,| were quickly spread before every-|,, O® the same day, November 24, 
imber of irvive the phases encountered from a routine flight which may include | which made no difference, and/one present, particularly Mediator the scene of action again shifted 
ie heat of the sandy desert, sub-zero temperatures, and rarified atmos-| mediation conferences were re-| Cook. By 2:30 in the afternoon, back to the offices of American 
Transit 1eres in crossing mountains or going above storms. sumed on Thanksgiving morning) all differences had been resolved Airlines at the opposite side of 
yank for Thus, in a ogee of the above facts, we conclude that the work-| between American Airlines and| and the first basic pilots’ employ- LaGuardia Field where the amend- 
ming of ges tr heregand te chanuee hr tore tet aooerne and pro; | the Association representatives et|ment agreement between “Ameri|ent fo American, Airline’ bas 
. ir 5 - > , * . eae a . t s > e 
ern Ait ce with the problems that are encountered in no other mode of invel be- company’s LaGuardia Field} can Export Airlines and its pilots _ oe 
| at Salt s in the development of transportation by air. | offices, with Mediator Cook offi-|was completed, agreed to, and e Mess i 
mt a ae ———— —=—=—=— ciating. Those in attendance were ready for signature. Representing a Pe sang Pann 
Novem- ° ° ° Hugh L. Smith and C. Z. German|the company at these meetings| WE™ Girectly trom this conterence 
a agi s<awyers Fit Poorly In Labor Relation Work for the company, and pilot repre-| were D. G. Richardson, vice-presi-| (Continued on Page 6, Col. 1) 
4 £ = —— ——$—————S = 
1 on this Continued from P i 
age 4, Col. 5) | been previousl 7 CO 
clr tence been previously agreed to or not THE 1944 INVENTION COMMITTEES 
t was an greement, and at this point, on k led hat 1 : 
fae aa 66. <One. the aad t.| Knowledge that lawyers fit poorly 
p gus , 1944, the entire mat-|i, jabor rel * : 
ee : ee elation work and their 
happen- r was turned over to the Na- presence, while tolerated by th 
months. onal Mediation Board. Also in : ‘ ne 7 
ew York > ee National Mediation Board, is —— 
1e ork, there was a stalemate f as - 
1 the negotiations with American rowned upon. _ALPA does not ct : 
; ae are en aa employ lawyers in its employment OM MIT Zu & E 
vas sup- xport Airlines on which the serv- agreement department -SOQAF CONVENTION « 
solutely, es of the National Mediation| “tore oa , “ oe a eer ki 
yn of the joard had been invoked on Sep- for the dela by reg ¥ © see aa oe 
yn which tember 1, 1944. The negotiations agreement <n aa —— = we ase 
| Decem- ith American Airlines had been Airli . were xport  % cn 
. The irlines on their pilots’ employ- : PE OE 
out like. progress ever since December ment agreement f th — esuvor 
quarters’ 1942. The stringing out of these “eg et ee S oaed Rice 
2, an of-' egotiations was, for the most that this was the first of such docu- : <7 
received art, due to bad breaks and com- coun wad tae ge this com- 5. Mc an ees san eS ene aneanne < W 
on Board pany-caused delays. Then, enig-| ;, relatives igs: "1 Pca Et eae = Se atiee 
Member matically, even after an agreement veer little A wit f ¥ th a line £e. Panty 4 
-in New ad been reached on June 29,|40 04: eS oe ae ae “es ee ee SF xwoemon 
19 ice : actics that resulted in the long 22 Boi A 
1944, to 944, between the company and delays in the maki f the A t Gcawe 3 Secon 
\merican pilot conferees, the company still]. ee ee 7 er pers Pe ance 
: : 5: ican Airlines amendment. 
port Air- ontinued to delay. ‘ es 
es agree- One of the American Airlines . haem ord 
ons had lnmeaee, 0: © Pnarcnscatyge 3 one The New York mediation con- 
: nodal aah. , Started ferences were not entirely unex- 
when all minute quibbling about employ- . 
e agreed , g P!0Y-| pected, but it had been hoped that oO hat itt I? What i . ty 
ment agreement form technicali-| othin aii Teeticen, dar ~ n w committee am at is the name and number of my committee? Where is it meet- 
ater the ties and sought to make changes in “" g pp © aisrupt | ing? These are only a few samples of the questions that kept everybody in a spin until Headquarters hit 
rt of the Shi ae teth, tm ensadinaa aed the work of Headquarters during] on the idea “¢ large convention committee sign (4 x 10') on which was printed all information about 
Col. 1) the ademas. Seine whic tek (Continued Col. 8, this page) committees, and presto, all the confusion vanished. It is interesting, even now, to note the assignments. 


Take a look and see what your delegate was doing at the big meeting. 





Six THE AIR LINE PILOT. December 1944 | Dece 

















AFTER THREE YEARS AND ELEVEN MONTHS—A CONFERENCE | Streaking Ballets |" ten yearns aco 


aa fio 


On December 21, 1934, ten 
years ago this month, Decem- 


As the great formation of Troop|| e7, 1944, President _ Behneke 
Carrier planes led by Colonel Mit-|| “§ severely injured in an air 
chell reached the designated drop- line crash when both motors of 
ping zone, the green light flashed the 247 Boeing twin-motored air 
in the rear of his ship. One after || liner he was flying on United's 
another with split-second timing, transcontinental route failed 
the paratroopers dove out the rear || °¥¢” Western Springs, Illinois, 
door and joined thousands of their during a blinding snow storm. 


fellow soldiers on the ground. In the December, 1934, issue of 
sills: Wheiiaas Aedalan Whattaddl the AIR LINE PILOT in col- 


Snot oi Stindiien tallies umn 1 on the front page, the 
ear e , " . 
Near the D Z. the colonel, a pny appeeren: 
. *” ’ 

graduate of Texas Agricultural Hundreds wt letters and tele. 
and Mechanical College, encounter- eanid L. Behacke, president ; of 
ed heavy enemy fire as machine|| the Air Line Pilots Association, 

a t-airers -_ who is recovering from severe in- 
o> anti-aircraft barrages, and juries received when his motors 
rifle fire opened up on the forma-|] failed over Western Springs dur- 
tion. Each innocent-looking hay-|| ing a blinding snow storm. Other 


. P | supants 1 4 ilot 
stack seemed to contain a veritable Sant Crenke ant coe Me cor 
arsenal. Colonel Mitchell dove his}] of the air tine, Barhere Berner, 

i . sc »]he?? ; stewardess, an ohn Wolf, travel- 
ship for the “deck” and led his ing representative, escaped serious 
group safely through the heart of injuries due to the courage and 


streaking bullets. The tough sides|]| ability of Pilot Behncke. 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 1) 





of the ships were riddled, but there Among the kind and appreciated 
. wires received were: 

were no casualties. 

| Only Copilot Knows the AIR LINE PILOTS ASS'N 

| Colonel Is Wounded BEST WISHES FOR A MERRY 





Just as the ships were leaving|| XMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
— , the D. Z., the colonel grasped his|| TO YOU ALL AND SINCEREST SYM- 
—Braniff Airways Photo 


Two three-day conferences (July 24, 25, 26, 1944, and January 2, 3, 4, 1945) have been held < gnll ag a pe efieon — Sa cae ye 
with Braniff officials to amend the pilots’ employment agreement. This agreement was placed into effect on — Spee. Ae Be ee OS Oe — Gite. a J ss 
September 1, 1939, and it was 3 years and 11 months before changes were proposed which, for employ- calibre shell shot _through the|] BEHNCKE. THIS TELEGRAM 
ment agreement effective periods, is an all-time record in air line transportation. The conferees are (I. undercarriage of his plane and|} SHOULD BE SIGNED BY THE 
to r.) R. J. Reuss, senior copilot representative; Ross Knighton, vice-chairman, and C. T. Raines, chair-| caught Mitchell in the left hand.|] WHOLE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 
man, of Council No. 42; Karl J. Ulrich, ALPA negotiator; Ray C. Shrader, Braniff vice-president; oper-|It was only after the formation W. R. HEARST. 
ations; David L. Behncke, ALPA president; R. V. Carleton, chief pilot; Leslie Brown, assistant to vice-| had been led safely through the 
president; M. W. Sellmeyer, executive councilman, and H. W. Williams, first pilot, Council No. 42; and | yemaining ground fire that anyone || DAVID L. BEHNCKE 


Malcolm Harrison, Brant personnel director. _ — | knew the colonel had been hit. For|| HOLY CROSS HOSPITAL : 


<= only then did he relinquish the|] 2700 WEST 69TH ST. 






































: : | Steven: 
Panel Approves 5 Del Prado Hotel the remainder of | plemental agreements covering the| controls to his copilot, First Lieu- BEST WISHES SPEEDY RECOVERY ena 
oe Dec. 8, assisting with the many Transoceanic and Alaskan Opera- | tenant Bailey Smith of Memphis,|| stop WE ARE ROOTING FOR YOU | vand 1 
(Continued from Page 5, Col. 5) | special problems which various| tions negotiated with UAL. These} Tennessee, and have his wounds|| stop IT IS AGAINST THE RULES problex 
je the vallvead sation, lnoving delegates had been instructed by negotiations began on July 2, 1948, | dressed by his crew chief. ; His|| oF THE UNION TO GET HURT BUT | ike it 
New York at 6:00 p. m. and ar- their councils to bring to the a and ended on June 3, 1944. — ,|radio operator and navigator|| we WILL ATTEND TO THAT LATER — 
riving in Chicago the following tention of Headquarters for ad- This leaves the following pilots | didn’t know until they were land- ON STOP LOVE TO FAMILY. | eren’t 

morning, November 25. vice and action. employment agreements negotiat- | ing that their pilot had been hit. MARIE AND F. H. LAGUARDIA | 
While in New York, much mid-| It’s a Big Job d by ALPA and the air line com-| The Colonel Also Holds b Mr. Behack wal | ALP 
night oil was burned preparing for| Preparing for Conventions — still before the Panel for| prc and Air Medal sedan dene ry egies Pecsreag. “i 

the convention and from the time| Preparing for a convention is a| 2PPYoval: Colonial Airlines, sub-| ‘Phis invasion with paratroopers || 4° and se half - se a a ty 
of November 25 until December 4,| big job but getting over one is| mitted on October 18, 1944; East-| a; nothing new to Colonel Mit- — from eset ge ry fy (Conti 
nine days later, when the 1944| nearly as big. With the holidays| ©™™ Air Lines, submitted on No-) chell. He already holds the Dis- could again gio hing ns a 
Convention actually convened,| thrown in, things were really in vember 3, 1944; Chicago and ed tinguished Flying Cross for lead-| SS ae a tay “7 era valance 
ALPA headquarters’ staff worked|a spin during the second half of| thern, submitted on December 19,| ing his group in the Sicilian in-|} “ gig 4 aa = ed he fol 
right on through holidays and all| December. The Nat'l Railway &| 1944; Continental Air Lines, sub-| vasion and the Air Medal for|| ‘ued fo handle the Svetuttve The 
with no time off except a few| Air Line Labor Wage Stabilization pel on ‘ October 31, 1944; dropping air-borne troops on the 2 sae ” 7 ont 0 phra ‘ecomn 
hours for sleep. Panel brightened the last days of | “™enecan Export, submitted ©N | beach of historic Salerno. | mines oe tea er y “4 wager [ransy) 
ALPA Convention Lasts 4 Days, | 1944 by approving the supplemen- December 12, 1944; Northwest | The IX Troop Carrier Com-| after the erGen She maser of Chicag 
2 Hours and 45 Minutes tal agreement negotiated with | Airlines, submitted sis November mand, to which his unit is as-| his survival iiagtlees toss-up. al bass 
Then came the convention which} TWA, submitted on July 14, 1944; | 16, 1944; and Northeast Airlines, signed, headed by Brigadier Gen- | At the time of the crash, he | was di 
convened a few minutes after|the supplemental agreement nego- submitted on September 8, 1944. | ora] Paul L. Williams, is part of || ~@s flying a 247 Boeing type | ilots 
10:00 a. m. on December 4, and| tiated with AA, submitted on Au- Army, Navy, CAA, and ALPA the Ninth Air Force, U. S. com-|| Plane and the cause of the crash ALPA 
lasted four days, two hours and| gust 30, 1944; the amendment to Meet in Washington on Lighting | ponent of the Allied Expedition- | was charged to ice in the carbu- | ed Yh 
forty-five minutes, adjourning at|}the agreement negotiated with During the month of December, ary Air Forces. Troop Carsier | retors. Behncke never agreed use { 0: 
2:45 a. m. on December 8. ALPA| Mid-Continent; and the amend-| there was still another meeting | planes and gliders struck the open-|| wth this and said that judging | featfure 
headquarters’ staff stayed at the! ment to the basic contract and sup- which took place in Washington ing blows in the Allied European|| f”0m the way the motors failed, | a yee 
= ———— jon the 14th. This meeting Was | offensive. it was water in the gas that | 10t, wi: 
; \ seis ae vd eae | Mitcham Mitchell, resides at 411 nufnica 

A L : ; | quirements for lighting obstruc-| Noth Center Street Longview During this same month, the . 
re J ; ‘ tions to air navigation, uniform} texas, : "|| United States Post Office De- 
@] lighting for seaplane and land-| ————— partment made its famous Long | 


; r plane landing areas, and to discuss | : Peer F and Harman Decision ordering 
‘ approach lights. Other lighting ig Ty “gett pe as this company to abide by the 
problems relating to taxiway lights| Hyebsch Major W. H. McCana.|| National Air Board decision | 
and horizon lights were also dis-|jas¢ and Colonel E. E. Aldrin of || and Sections 12 and 13 of the | 
cussed. Representing the Air Line i. AAP: It Col E Cutrell,|| 4%” Mail Act approved June 
Pilots Association was Captain A. ATC: Lt ‘fete L. Cc p Sim eg 12, 1934, or relinquish its air 
F. Foster, chairman of TWA Pilots’! ygonR- Comdr 'y " p. nearing mail contract with the Post | 
Local Council No. 2. In addition to| yon. Lt. H L. Reynolds USNR: || Office Department. About this | 
taking an active part in the dis-| 74 Ge) B. A Seilt. USNR: decision, President Behncke had } 
cussions, Chairman Foster read a Se my L. Sonke pat W. T the following to say: i 


letter to the president of the Air The Air Line Pilots Association 
Line Pilots Association on uniform| St Of the Bureau of Aero-|| petieves that the decision of the 
p lighti . nautics, Navy Dept.; Mr. F. E.|] Post Office Department Solicitor 
airport lighting, after which he Richardson, Hdars. AAF, OC&R Karl A. Crowley, ordering Long 
made the following observation:| pooyi ag ne . F_ || 2nd Harman to abide by the pro- 
(1) All airports do not now h equirements iv.; Mr. J. ‘|| visions of the air mail law regard- 
; E ; ave! Angier, Airways Eng. Div., CAA;|| ing pilots’ pay and hours as es- 
adequate and satisfactory ap-| Mosers. TL, C. Vipond and Paul tablished by. the qNetions! Labor 
i s i i a ares sah oard of whic enator Wagner 

proach lights. (2) Suitable lights Stafford, Airport Division, CAA. was the chairman, is most intelli- 
which give the pilot a horizontal 


. ; ent and will aid materially in the 
reference should be provided. (3) —— oo oa ay mg protection of public safety and 
Approach lights should be provid- Close t : aieudasis tar casantaee aut a 

: se to the end of the year, on|| standards for American air trans 
ed on all landing runways. (4) | December 19, 1944, a conference || ?°* 
Approach lights should extend to| was scheduled between the Air The Long and Harman Post 
the middle radio marker or as far| Trafic Control Division of the|| Office Department Decision ren- 
as practicable. (5) Approach| Givi] Aeronautics Administration|| dered by Solicitor Karl A. Crow- 
lights on instrument _approach| which was held at ALPA head-|| ley was history making for the 
runways should be given sep-| quarters. In attendance were C. M.|| air line pilots. It was the first 
arate consideration (daylight, re-|Tample, Glen A. Gilbert, E. R.|| time certain air carrier noncon- 
stricted visibility conditions, etc.). Mehrling, H. F. Cole, and Craig|| formists who love to do as they 
(6) Approach lights on other|/j Timmerman, all of the CAA;|| please and, at the same time, | 
than instrument approach run-| David L, Behncke, ALPA; Gordon || exist largely on public funds 
ways should be visible through) Darnell and J. W. Peckham, Bran-|| were told that they couldn’t | 
360°. (7) Approach lights should | ifr Airways; F. J. Waddell and L.|| treat their pilots badly and 
have distinctive characteristics | w, Harris, American Airlines;|| still be government contrac- 
—Aeme Photo| (color, blinking, shape, ete.). (8) | Ben Catlin, Chicago & Southern|| tors and, moreover, that they 


OVERNIGH PICKED LATE SUNDAY AFTERNOON IN THE “HIGH- Suitable means of identifying Air Lines; Ray Andrews, United|| would have to pay them prop- 
LANDS” NEAR LAKELAND, FLORIDA, AND PLACED | landing runway should be provid-| ai, Lines: W. G. Malvick and J.|| erly. The Long and Harman De- | 
ON BOARD A NATIONAL AIRLINES’ PLANE MAKING ITS INAUGURAL OvER-| ed. (9) Suitable means of select-|] gchnaubelt, TWA "Il! cision was rendered on October 
NIGHT FLIGHT TO NEw YoRK CITY, THESE ORANGES ARRIVED IN TIME TO ing lights on desired runway or| *° Ty Shee aah weed ith|| 27, 1984, by Solicitor Karl A. | 
MAKE JUICE FOR MAYOR LAGUARDIA’s BREAKFAST ON MONDAY MORNING. | runways and controlling intensity S Mees E% URCSF Way We ont pet ; 












5000 


r the Civil Aeronautics Administra-|| Crowley who heard the case its first 
Auaeat I "LoDWiCe, ‘asad of HE LanWick SoNOOL OF ARRONAUTICS,| from tower should. bet provided | Re, eh ronan, Adminsrs|| Crowley whe heard, the sane He Ss 
(10) Suitability of lights in every | }; t f h tro] one time without leavi the ‘@ record 
METHOD, TURNS THE FRUIT OVER TO STEWARDESS ALENE MOOK BEFORE| ¢5. should be decided by vilot| US0ry, of approach control and ' Siyrceesapcemgen oo SF 
THE TAKE-OFF SUNDAY NIGHT. CALIFORNIA, WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO SAY | e Gecided Dy Puot! the status of the program to date.|| bench. His decision was approv- jp BYins 


ABOUT THIS? OH, YOU WONDER WHY ALL THE FUSS ABOUT FLormpa| servers from the cockpit under} Future plans, insofar as they are|| ed and made effective by Post- | Sight, 
ORANGES—NOT MUCH GOOD ANYWAY. WELL, THAT MAKES IT “EVEN | actual conditions, including day- known, were discussed. and the|| master James A. Farley on De- ~ 
STEVEN,” BECAUSE THAT'S WHAT FLORIDA SAYS ABOUT CALIFORNIA | light and restricted visibility con- cember 7, 1934. aveeent 


ORANGES. ditions. Others present at the! (Continued on Page 7,.Col. 1) on 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT 








WAS 





‘epresented at 





NOT REPRESENTED 


—Acme Photo 


The 54-nation Civil Aviation Conference got under way as scheduled on November 1, 1944, at the 
Stevens Hotel in Chicago. Apparently, it was a gaudy show with much talk and little agreement and, it is 
strongly suspected, little accomplishment. It proved, once again, that there is yet no magic international 
vand that can be waved to cause many different peoples of the world to skip lightly through worldly 
yroblems which involve the division of goods, rights, or benefits. It’s all too beautiful, and, whether we 
ike it or not, power politics will more than likely provide the answers. 


At any rate, everyone was 


the International Civil Aviation Conference except the working people—can it be they 
veren't good enough? Anyway, nothing very much ever comes of these sort of affairs. 





3117.5 kes.: 
(a) As this frequency was used 


ALPA Meets with CAA 


(Contintied from Page 6, Col. 4 aie : ‘ 
: s ) satisfactory, they believe nothing 
is to be gained by attempting its 


yalance of the meeting concerned 


he foliowing points: use again. 
The jroposed use of 3117.5 kes. (b) It can only be used at a very 
ecompjended at the recent Air few locations on account of in- 


terference problems and on an 
experimental basis. 
(c) ALPA does not believe any 


[fransport Association meeting in 
thicagio for use on an experimen- 
il basis at four selected locations, 
vas disapproved by the Air Line 
ilots, Association representatives. 
ALPA representatives also reitera- 
ed their former objection to the 
ise fof the simultaneous voice 
featjure of the radio range and 
taYed that the air line pilots do 
10%, wish to participate in any use 
f jeither of these means of com- 
nufnication for the issuance of air 
rafiic control instructions. 

LPA indicated the following 


ient should be used prior to in- 

stallation of VHF facilities. 

ALPA recommended continu- 
ance of present communication 
procedures with no experiments 
of any kind with special fre- 
quencies until air carrier aircraft 
are equipped to receive VHF and 
suitable frequencies are made 
available to the CAA. 

The CAA fan marker holding 
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5000TH CROSSIN + On February 26, 1942, the Inter- 
‘ continental Division of TWA made 
its first foreign and overseas flight. On September 7, 1944, when Cap- 
tain Hugh Herndon landed at the Washington Nationai Airport, a 
vecord of 5000 ocean crossings was established by the air line pilots 
flying on this division. Upon completing ICD’s 5000th over-ocean 
flight, Herndon received the hearty congratulations of Otis F. Bryan, 
ice-president, TWA War Projects, father of TWA’s Intercontinental 
LWivision. “Nice going,” said Otis. “Thanks boss,” said Hugh, adding, 
“nd>w let’s start working on the second 5000 ICD crossings. A flying 
job my be done well, but the job is never done.” 


main objections to utilization of 


once before and found to be un-} 


temporary or “stop-gap” exped- | 


| and “speed-up” procedures were 
| described, and the ALPA repre- 
| sentatives indicated that they 


| pate in a demonstration of these 
| procedures at Washington, D. C. 
| ALPA requested that they be noti- 
fied sufficiently in advance of the 
date in order that they may have 
the same pilots participate in the 
CAA demonstration who were 
used in the test conducted at New 
York in connection with ADF 
| holding procedures for approach 
| control. 

| The discontinuance of the 
|phrase, “pilot’s discretion,” was 
| discussed and the position of the 
CAA in connection with this mat- 
ter clarified. It was decided that 
ALPA headquarters will write to 
the Director of Federal Airways 
requesting that this phraseology 
be used in clearances to pilots as 
in the past, prior to the change in 
procedure which was made at the 
request of the ATA. Upon receipt 
of such a letter, the CAA will con- 
tact the ATA and advise them 
that the former procedure will 
be re-established until such time as 
the CAA is advised that ALPA 
and the ATA jointly desire a 
change. 

ALPA representatives recommend- 
ed that all subjects concerning policy 
affecting procedures, insofar as air 
carrier pilots are concerned, should 
be coordinated with ALPA headquar- 
ters in Chicago rather than local 
ALPA representatives in the field, 
local or regional vice-presidents, the 
names and locations of whom will be 
supplied to the CAA by ALPA. In 
this connection, the CAA will supply 
the names and addresses of all their 
regional managers, superintendents 
of airways, and superintendents of 
safety regulations. 

The purpose and usefulness of the 
Flight Advisory Weather Service 
was explained to ALPA representa- 
tives, and it was indicated that their 
belief that the FAJWS might be the 
preliminary step toward CAA dis- 
patching activities was incorrect and 
not in any sense intended. ALPA rep- 
resentatives appeared to appreciate 
the CAA’s explanation of this service 
and .assured them that their fears 
apparently were based upon misun- 
derstanding and incorrect interpreta- 
tion of some of their members in the 
field concerning the actual duties of 
FAWS personnel. The meeting was 
adjourned at 5:15 p. m. on Decem- 
ber 19. 


ALPA’s activities for the re- 
mainder of the month of December, 
the last in 1944, did not slack up a 
bit, and with the holidays thrown 
in, 1944 ended in a rush, rush 
burst of activity that left not a 
moment to spare. Next comes the 
year, 1945. Doesn’t seem possible, 
does it? Well, it is and make no 
mistake about that; and moreover, 
when we get used to writing 1945, 
itll be time to start writing 1946. 


| 





We'll be seeing you in the January, 
1945, issue. 


would like to witness and partici- | 





| weather turns sour, only 

















———_ 


TRUE LOVE—ONLY DIFFERENT 


If Romeo and Juliet lived today, they would never be known to 
history. At the first derogatory crack Romeo made against Juliet, she 
would up and leave and find herself a job in a defense factory. 
Shakespeare’s Juliet was the kind of a woman who killed herself for 
love. Now, women are more likely to kill somebody else for love. For 
verification, read the daily papers. 

* * 


NOW ISN’T THAT SOMETHING? 


Remember when we used to think a Boeing 247 was a big air- 
plane and then the DC-2 and the great big DC-3, and remember all 
you old “has beens’? when we used to think that the “high-powered 
Curtiss military tractor " 
biplanes” seemed like the ; 
Leviathans of the air? 
(“Jenny” to you and you . 
and you, our dear three 
readers, powered with 90 
underfed horses.) How 
times do change! Oh me, 
grandma, please bring me 
my slippers and turn up 
the heat. It’s chilly in © 
here. Yes, siree, they are 
building them big nowa- 
days. And remember when 
we figured that “thyar” 
crazy flying business 
would never ’mount to a 
tinker’s dam? Too rough 
a ride, we figured ’twould 
make the passengers all 
seasick, we were sure. 
Never would take to it 
nohow. We allowed as how 
that only fools and birds 
would fly; and when the 





the fools would be left. So 
how in the heck could fly- 
ing ever possibly amount 
to anything? : 
Reflecting—just reflect- 
ing, that’s all—on yester- 
days. Here’s something 
that isn’t a reflection. It is 
the tail assembly of the oh 
Douglas C-54, a preview ep — 
of after-the-war flying. —United Air Lines Photo 
Big, isn’t it? Big, hell, it’s colossal. United Air Lines has ordered 50 
of these. Chief Stewardess Lucille Schroeder (left) and Carolyn 
McGraw, away high up there in the air on the stabilizer, are waving 


. es in aie tnd 


yoo-hoo to Jean Horan (left) and Hazael Smith. All are UAL 
stewardesses. 
* * * 
MY, MY! 
My, my, what a luscious head of skin you have. 
oa * * 
VICE VERSA 


Poor folks can always enjoy thinking they may be rich some day, 
while rich folks can only be afraid they may be poor some day. 
* * * 


MUTUAL CURIOSITIES 


It happened in New Guinea. Test Pilot John W. Myers of North- 
rop Aircraft, Inc., broke up a native celebration at Mt. Hagen, New 
Guinea, the day he arrived there on his South Pacific trip, to train 
AAF fighter pilots in handling the Northrop Black Widow P-61 night 





—Wide World Photo 
fighter. The natives were giving one another the business in one of 
their many ceremonies when Myers’ Black Widow arrived. It didn’t 
take them long to forget their weird rituals and flock to take a look 
at the strange mechanical bird which had arrived in their midst. 

In every scene there is a color scheme, and, in this it’s black— 
black natives and a Black Widow night fighter. In a scene like this, 
it is often difficult to determine who reflects the greatest degree of 
curiosity, the newly arrived plane and its crew or its native welcomers 
from the surrounding countryside. It’s things unusual that cause 
human curiosity to flare. The same things happening in the same way 
in the same places soon become commonplace and unnoticed. Mix up 
this combination even slightly, and a crowd gathers. Someone is usually 
expecting someone to get killed or at least hurt. The pilots and crew 
wonder about the wild-looking natives and what their existence is all 
about. The natives are probably thinking the same way about the 


| pilots; hence, the mutual curiosity pictured here. 
ok 


a 


HEAR! HEAR! 


“Let it not be said that old-fashioned oratory is on the wane.” 
Following is from an address by Rep. Louis Ludlow, presenting a 
scroll of honor to Elmer Davis, director of OWI, as reported in the 
“Congressional Record”: “The arrows of his enemies have crashed and 
broken on his shield. The attacks on him have been like ocean spray 
dashing on a rock-bound coast. Or we might liken these attacks to a 
gust of wind and snow beating upon a high peak of the Alpine range. 
Or, again, these attacks are like snowflakes which disappear on the 
bosom of the river, as the river continues to flow in majesty to the 





sea.” 
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80-A STILL AT IT IN ALASKA 


Many of the air line pilots who| Lines’ San Francisco-Salt Lake 
are becoming a bit gray around| City route. The UAL house organ 


December 1944 


FINAL STEPS 











“Outhouse Mouse”’ to Glory 











Ah 








the edges will remember’ the! quotes a recent news story by UP 
Boeing 80-A’s, tri-motored air| Writer Bill Ross as follows: 
liners, hauling passengers on “The 80-A’s carried passengers 


UAL/’s transcontinental route about | and mail from coast to coast until 
a dozen years ago, and will be sur-| they were outmoded for such use. 
prised to learn that one of them is| Some of them were sold to private 
still doing service in Alaska. owners, others junked, and still 
The 80-A first took to the air in| others found their way to South 
the early ’30’s over United Air | America. 
———————————————————————————————— “Came the war, however, and 
the Alaskan mining and engineer- 








American Airlines and now a 


“V.MAIL” ing firm of Morrison & Knudsen 
First Pilot Frank Lumsden, |found they needed a heavy-duty 
on military furlough from || Plane such as an 80-A to carry 


| freight to the interior of the terri- 


colonel with the U. §. Air || tory where they were engaged in 
Forces, writes: | war mining. een 
“Just got the first ALPA || “Unable to get priorities for a 
|} monthly magazine; it was for ‘old.ti onip> ps ato ggg a - 
|| January, so I have hopes that || % pres \: Boe it bs cumeaiide 
I will receive each month up to yore ee oe ‘ th = Bi 
the current month and will con- bog “a prin pero ‘aie pone 
tinue receiving them; it is the oct is dake Beale pani 
first one I have seen since I left |} Pe eee. gy te aes 
the states 14 months ago | above the rugged mountains = the 
“We ane s arei ae of interior of the northern territory. 
“i ¥ J “cc E ec. . . “ri 
air line pilots in the Troop Car- 6 Bg the eT a 
rier Command, and I get to see || weight than the bomb load of most! 

















‘HE WEARS HIS 


LATE NEWS | 








DADDY’S WINGS 








(Continued from Page 1, Col. 4) | 





Everyone knows Bill Kennedy, 
postage. 


Many others feel the | veteran air line pilot, who kar me ae: oe — “= the |of today’s military planes—to a| 
same. When the air lines stop | broad Pacific for United Air Lines. | ATC. In ve "Toop — ee deine far hack in Aiadie’s wilde 
selling speed, they are licked, al-| They also know him as a battler|| Command, air line pilots al 


and inaccessible to any other form 
hold important places, such as || <a algal ie 
| of transportation. 
group commanders, squadron || ees a aed dear tai’ the eee 
, ; -— ae 

commanders, group operation ~ saci it "i pee its “sy this 
officers, and wing operation of- |} P pre? al ahs b g A a ; 
foave; 00 we are cnieelag on | aeronautical ‘has-been’ that, judg- 
; een (Pas é . || ed by all aircraft standards, should | oe — 
what we learned on the air 1 . —Braniff Airways Phot: 
; : : have been retired to a scrap heap | : “gt 
lines of America. years before the war began | STEPPING FROM THEIR C-47 Ali 

“T am anxious to learn about || * “Asked when i thought the ‘9]q | LINER AFTER COMPLETING THE LAS 
the new contract on American.” ara Ea . r + ling | FLIGHT FOR THit ARMY MADE BY 

Nice going, colonel. Now, just eel og quit flying, an air line | BRANIFF OVER I1'S TEXAS-PANAM 

ze : Sigg hy ~~) || pilot, who sat at its controls when | PRAN! ‘ ‘ Ten, ar ae 
a word from the side lines about || ! d lc DIVISION \FLOWN FOR 2: 
the missing drip who said that 


and a square shooter. They also 
know that Bill was bitten with the 
flying bug while wallowing in the} 
|mud in World War No. I when| 
serving with ground _ troops. | 
They’ve all heard the story of his | 
looking up at a plane high over-| 
head and saying, “Now there’s a 
real job. It has no connection 
with mud and that’s what I’m go- 
ing to do when this war is over.” 
Bill is a determined soul and not 


are not} 
see the| 


though certain officials 
sufficiently brilliant to 
handwriting on the wall. 


Ath 


On December 18, the CAB cre- 
ated a fourth transcontinental air 
carrier by granting Northwest Air- 
lines an extension of its present 
air network from Milwaukee to 
New York direct. 











| it was a crack plane of the sky-| CANAL 





> > ‘ z ‘ 7 J SRIOUS MIS 
: 2 ee & ways, replied, ‘Quit flying? It|MONTHS WITHOUT A SERIOUS MIS 
easily thwarted from his course|] air line pilots were “creatures SE vw «oe ’ ae - 4| HAP ARE, TOP TO BOTTOM, COPILO 
’ . : é ef : never will. Someday it’ll just! aga a 
Fast once he makes up his mind. Any-|]| of routine” and that the minute W. FLIGHT RADI 


way, here’s how the story ended. 
Bill is now one of the most capa- 
ble air line pilots in the business. 
Veteran of 35 Battle Missions 

at Tender Age of 19 


they got off their beaten paths 
and away from their instru- 
ments and aids to air naviga- 
tion, they would become nerv- 
ous and apprehensive and would 


TWA Pilot Dave de Blasio and 
Copilot Donald Greene, on Decem- | 
ber 21, flew a standard company | 
DC-3 in regular service nonstop 
from Chicago to New York in 2 





TAIN W. W. BETTS. 


take off and end up in heaven.’” | % PECKHAM, 
A JOB WELL DONE 
| 


| OPERATOR A. J. WEINER, AND CAP 
A TIMELY MOVE 
ae .| STATEMENT. 


To: SAY IT WAS 
Is .AN UNDER 
Senators Tunnell and Burton of ! - _———— 














hours and 27 minutes. Their alti- Time passed, and finally the crack pee — : a gpg gy eo a Pe - ae ts "? 
tude was 11,000 feet and their) Kennedys had ‘a little Bill. He What will the air line wee? in “yee i he what bes "" n “toon * ilt pea yy ntil the J S. i 
ground speed between 250 and) grew and grew and now he is 19 i i ee Oe ee ee egadie eer 

4 i 5 *“|1 Oh, oh, oh! That’s too awful— || 0% what is to be done with Amer-| certain it will share proyerly in 
300 m. p. h. years old and answers to the cali- too, too awful—to print. jican constructed airports. The| postwar international air, trans 
SA307B 1 ae ing name of Lieut. Willis Kennedy, | , committee’s chairman, Senator! portation. 


|Jr., of the 8th Air Force heayy | ——___= 








FAIL IN FLIGHT—OH NO, NEVER!! 




























ALONE 


By FREDERICK C. De LOSH 








OH, WHAT DO PILOTS DREAM OF, 

ALONE, IN THE AZURE BLUE, 

ALONE, EXCEPT FOR “STOOGIE,” 

AND A MEDDLESOME HOSTESS, 
TOO? 


ALONE, EXCEPT FOR PASSENGERS, 

SOME TALL, SOME SHORT AND 
ROUND, 

DEMANDING MUCH ATTENTION 

IN FLIGHT AND ON THE GROUND. 


OH, WHAT DO PILOTS SCHEME OF, 





a ‘ ; - _| bomber squadron. And that’s not| 
Pe ord or Pampa, all. At the tender age of 19, ge THEY NEVE. 
as type SA307B-1 after being ex-| Bill is already a veteran with 35 
‘nese sme by the Boeing| battle missions to his credit. In the | | 
Aircraft Co. Many basic changes | picture he 4 shown with his proud | 
are reported, including more than| erage a — Mrs. = ee 
9000 pounds more weight, raising | Bill’ He t — on veg Pe Pea | 
the gross of these planes from a| ~' h agar vip agin i ‘The os 
top of 45,000 pounds to ereund | Mother Sut they dont mind. they 
55000 pounds | are proud of little Bill and they 
— E : | have every right to be. 
. B | | Youngest Member of the 8th Air | 
| Force Heavy Bomber Squadron 
Senator Pat McCarran has in-| jittle Bill is the youngest mem- | 7 ~ 
troduced legislation which will put] ber of his squadron which is the | 
75 FBI hes pecs squadron of the famed ‘Memphis 
leves. Mcvarran's pro .. | Belle’ and “Yankee Doodle.” Oh| 
rat tel eget i came | ys, young Bill he plenty of ev 
= f pe dj | dence for his exploits. It’s the kind | 
port stolen aircraft in interstate | of ovidence only men can win and | 
commerce. — | wear. He is the possessor of the 
—- — following citations: Presidential 
Unit Citation with two stars, Dis- 
| tinguished Flying Cross with two 
| Oak Leaf Clusters, European Rib- 
bon with three stars, and the Air 
Medal with three Oak Leaf Clus-| 
ters. Quite a record for a lad of|” 9 
|19 who entered the Army Air 
| Force just a short time ago in 
| December, 1942. 
Wears Wings and Lieutenant | 
Bars Dad Wore 21 Years Ago 
And, oh yes, we almost forgot | 
to tell you. Here’s the real human | 
interest part of the story. He| 
| wears the same wings and lieuten- | 
| ant bars that his dad won and 
| wore 21 years ago. Young Bill 
ALONE, IN THE PEACE OF | first saw action over Berlin. On| 
FLIGHT? | one Berlin mission, his ship, ‘‘Out- | 
ALONE—IN PEACE—THE RADIO || house Mouse,” was hit by flak and 
SOUNDS MORE LIKE CATS IN A | belly landed in England. His oxy- 
FIGHT. |} gen and radio system were shot} 
| out, and there were flak holes in| 
|the bomb bay and tail surfaces, | 
and the ship’s life raft had been | 


ALONE, EXCEPT FOR OMAHA, 


ail 
Des MOINES, FLIGHT 8, SIOUX 


—Aeme Photo 






FALLS. t er pres On November 5, 1944, TWA’s Flight No. 8 was proceeding normally from San Francisco, Calif., 
EACH BROADCAST DOING ITS rr off —_ — the —) to Burbank, Calif. When it arrived over Hanford, Calif., at an altitude of 10,000 feet, something 
DARNDEST “Ou Pe ‘Mone ee e good ship, | went wrong. Wreckage and victims were scattered over a wide area, and the usual investigations were 
To KNOCK DOWN ALL THE uthouse Mouse, back to the | held. Quite likely, investigators worked feverishly to find some reason to pin the blame on the crew, 
eeak base. Young Bill saw German | particularly the first pilot. Failure to do this will doubtlessly cause great gloom in the camp of the 


fighters so close that he could not | 
only see a light blue shield painted | 
on the German’s helmet but a/| 


“pilot error” magpies. They will develop all sorts of theories about the pilot pulling the plane apart in the 
air. WHY? Can it be they’re afraid to look for the real cause? They may, accidentally or other- 


OH, WHAT DO PILOTS SCHEME OF : ; - 4 : 
, wise, stumble upon something besides “pilot error.” Anyway, it’s a serious business. 24 people have lost 


ALONE, WITH THOUGHTS THAT 


° diagonal black stripe ainted | their lives. Irrespective of the meaningless jibberings and chantings of the “pilot error”? magpies, there is one 

; ROAM? eineen:ih alte, eadia Pl P tto | Undeniable fact that needed but little investigation to establish which is that First Pilot A. T. Bethel’s 

ILL TELL YOU WHAT HE DREAMS ||: ; nen Tere | plane went to pieces in flight. So you see they do fail structurally; and so you see they must be built 
or— inscribed underneath. If you don’t | y . y y 





with sufficient safety margin or it will happen again, again, and again. The crew of the plane picture: 
| here who lost their lives are (I. to r.) Captain A. T. Bethel of Burbank, Calif.; Stewardess Ruth Milder 
|of North Hollywood, Calif.; and Copilot G. E. Smith of North Hollywood, Calif. 


think that’s close, skip it—you’re | 


To BE, MY FRIENDS, ALONE. : : 2 
just a little difficult to convince. 
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